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OUR WEBSITE ADDRESSES!

www.stmichaels-horton.org       www.standrews-wraysbury.org
THE PURPOSE OF OUR CHURCHES IS TO SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS AND TO INCREASE THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY THROUGH OUR PRAYERS, OUR WORSHIP AND OUR GOD CENTRED LIVES
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dear Friends,

INTRODUCTION

The vagaries of the printing deadline means that I write this before Christmas, but I do hope you will have or have had a blessed and peaceful Christmas, and for those for whom Christmas is difficult, I do hope that you will have had the best time possible: letters of thanks have been received from the Slough Homeless Project to both parishes, due entirely to the sterling work of Bea Tucker at St Michael’s and we continue to support that project. The Barn Dance on 15th December raised in the region of £200 net profit for us to send to Zimbabwe, whence I received an email of thanks saying that our money helped them to keep a mobile presence in a huge parish centred on Gwelutshena where 20 litres of petrol cost $10 million Zimbabwe dollars! You see the problem! I will be able to report on the Perseverance Charity Carol Evening for the two hospices held on 21st December in the next newsletter.

RECRUITING!

I have five new servers, and seven confirmation candidates so far for 2008: The Bishop of Buckingham has agreed to an additional confirmation service for this Deanery in 2008 and it will be at St Michael’s on 14th October: that will be the first time in decades that such a service has been held there. We have thus far
2 candidates for First Communion in Lent 2008, and do remember that hardly have we said good bye to Christmas with Candlemas on 3rd February at Horton, than we enter Lent with the Ash Wednesday service at St Andrew’s on the 6th!

PASTORAL SERVICES

These will continue to be a vital part of our outreach ministry, and although the grape vine works pretty well, if there is somebody who requires a home visit, please let me know.

EVENTS PLANNED OR COMPLETED!

The events in December caught by the printing deadline have been mentioned above: for 2008, we plan to hold a Race Night for St Michael’s as soon as we can arrange it, and we have already planned an additional lunch at St Michael’s on 4th May, which happens to be celebrated on that Sunday this year! In addition to our spring Bridge Drive, I have also been offered a Whist Drive for St Andrew’s funds as well, so thank you so much for all the affection shown to these two great buildings of ours. At St Michael’s in the wake of the roof vandalism a group of wonderful people are getting themselves together to organise fund raisers on a regular basis for the fabric of St Michael’s: thank you to all of them as we continue to do all we can to keep a 1000 year old building in good repair! And of course we have the Village Fair and the Parish Garden Party too so lots to look forward to together.

CHURCHES TOGETHER: PURPOSE DRIVEN CHURCH

The questionnaires have gone out on what you want from your parish church and we are looking at the results and see what they say. The weekly Link now has a much more “churches together” slant so that people can see what is going on between the Baptist Church and the two Anglican parishes. Lent 2008 will see a joint course between the three churches for all interested parties and our house groups will stand down whilst this course is on: meanwhile our Core Group for the Purpose Driven Church will be having their additional Lent study on preaching with a purpose. It’s all happening!

GLOBAL INITIATIVES

www.stopthetraffik.org will tell you all you need to know and what to do to stop the trafficking of over 2.5 million people a year, and meanwhile purchase Fairtrade goods whenever you can to ensure that those who produce the raw materials receive a fair return for their labours. The Fairtrade buying arrangements have reverted to the old system so now we  have Fairtrade goods back on sale in both churches.The Village School, St Michael’s and Angels Delight at St Andrew’s are all now involved with Living Gift projects so that  animals and seeds are now purchased for the developing countries with the aim of long term sustainability: wonderful! All this is organised through Tear Fund in Teddington.

MINISTRY AMONG CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

With more servers, First Communion and the Quest/Trekkers/Buzz Kidz initiatives there is much going on and in early 2008, the Scout Hut will re-open. We hope that it will be possible for the Quest/Trekkers group to use the Scout Hut for the easter term whilst the Ashford Youth Centre is refurbished: negotiations are ongoing!  Carolyn Urwin and I are undertaking regular assemblies at the Village School. The school nativity and Christmas plays were a delight and many enjoyed the Parish and School Carol Services on 16th and 17th December.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Already mentioned elsewhere, and below in the Regulars and What’s on sections. 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCILS

To help all members here are the dates for 2008:

St Michaels: 22nd January, 30th March, 22nd April (Annual Parish Meeting);10th June,23rd September, 25th November: all at 7.00pm some preceded by Parochial Charities meetings at 6.45pm.

St Andrew’s: Standing Committees:

9th January 7.30pm Vicarage: 12th March 7.30pm: Vicarage

PCC’s: Monday 4th February: Monday 7th April: APCM 21st April 

Further dates will be set on 4th February.

OTHER REGULARS:

Church Family Prayer Group: Thursday evenings at 7.00pm at St Andrew’s(for both parishes) : resumes 10th January.

Better Portion: First Saturdays at Wraysbury Baptist Church from 12 noon to 2.00pm(ladies only!)

Mens’ Pub Nights: 2nd Fridays : see what’s on section for location.

Mens’ Breakfasts: Alternate Second Saturdays: January Meeting: Topical Discussion: March: Adam Afriyie MP.

Woman 2 Woman:To be advised

CONCLUSION

Let’s hope that we all enjoyed a Christmas that truly reflected its unique meaning, and we also hope that the secular influences that would put an end to our celebrations are well and truly sent packing for 2008! There are challenges for all of us whether home owners, worried about employment, education, the health service or the pace of life in general: we are here for a purpose, and that is to prepare ourselves for the joys of eternity, and if we live our lives in that spirit, as a time of preparation and not just selfish activity, we can make a difference to an unpleasant world.

May I finish by thanking you all for your many cards and presents which are truly appreciated and valued, and encourage me for the years ahead!

A very happy new year to you all and with every blessing,

Fr Simon

 Hilary: now immediately follows: Street Warden alert(add 01753 689751 after Mike Miller) then Fairtrade, Purple Door Fund Raising Scheme then straight to Parish Registers)
------------------------------------------------------------------------
PARISH REGISTERS:
HOLY BAPTISM: Oliver Wren: 2nd December : St Andrew’s. 

Olivia Orchard: 30th December: St Andrew’s.

HOLY MATRIMONY: Elizabeth Rayner to Robert Baker: 15th December  St Andrew’s.

INTERMENT OF ASHES: Gwen Keeble: 29th December: St Andrew’s.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
What’s on in JANUARY 2008(as notified by 17/12/08)

1ST:   12.30pm: Informal Service at St Michael’s followed by Lunch

5th:    Better Portion at Wraysbury Baptist Church from 12.00noon to 2.00pm.

6th:    Feast of the Epiphany: Epiphany Praise at 6.00pm St Andrew’s.

7th:  Ministry/Wardens Meeting: 10.00am: Vicarage

9th:  St Andrew’s Standing Committee: 7.00pm Vicarage

10th: Church Family Prayer Group resumes at 7.00pm in St Andrew’s.

10th:  Purpose Driven Church Core Group Meeting: 8.00pm at the home of Alison and David Maitland.

11th:  Mens’ Pub Night: 5 Bells 8.00pm

12th:  Mens’ Breakfast: 8.30am Annexe: St Andrew’s.

13th:  Quest/Trekkers Panto Outing to Woking: leave 4.15pm from St Andrew’s.

15th:   Southern Group Chapter: 12.30pm Slough

15th:   Pop In resumes with a service at 1.30pm

18th:   Week of prayer for Christian Unity begins

22nd:   St Michael’s PCC: Osmington at 7.00pm

23rd:   Baptism Rehearsal: 5.30pm: St Andrew’s.

25th:   Week of prayer for Christian Unity ends.

27th:    Family Service at St Andrew’s:11.00am with Baptism

29th:   VISIT OF THE BISHOP OF OXFORD from 6.30pm in the Annexe at St Andrew’s followed by Deanery Synod.

31st:    Memorial Service for Gerard Macmillan: St Andrew’s: 2.00pm

ESSENTIAL DATES FOR EARLY FEBRUARY 2008

3rd:     Candlemas: St Michael’s 6.00pm

4th:     St Andrew’s PCC: Annexe from 7.00pm

6th:     ASH WEDNESDAY: Communion with imposition of ashes at St Andrew’s at 7.30pm.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

                          FOR YOUR PRAYERS PLEASE

· Putting our Purpose Driven Church policy into action and the Core Group now meeting;the work of Churches Together in Horton and Wraysbury. For our Parish Mission Statement as we implement it in 2008.

· Those who are anxious about the New Year

· Those for whom this will be the first New Year without a loved one.

· The safe return of Madeleine McCann.

· Our Social Events that they may be a source of outreach and entertainment.

· Those who exercise any ministry in our churches.

· Our House Groups that they may grow and thrive

· All those  being baptised this month.

· Our Family Service and Morning Praise services and those who co-ordinate them and that they will bring in new members

· Our Baptism Preparation Team, the Mums and Toddlers Group, and this important ministry among the young and unchurched.

· Our Library project as work starts towards the end of January

· Peace in Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine, Gaza, Israel, Darfur, Sri Lanka, Lebanon and Zimbabwe. For the people of Burma, Pakistan and North Korea.

· For our servicemen and their families losing their lives in Afghanistan and Iraq

· Gwelutshena, Fr Jacob, Bishop Wilson and all to whom they minister in increasingly dire circumstances.

· The families of the young people who have died by bullet or knife.

· Quest, Trekkers, the Sunday Schools in both parishes, and the new activities for the 4-11 year olds.

· The groups for the under 5’s in both parishes.

· Pop In, Age Concern and all working with the elderly

· All the Village Societies and organisations.

· Those who are the victims of Human Trafficking and modern day slavery.

· Kate Scott, Wynne Wood-Dow, Laurie Tucker, Jane Clemance, Pip Gray,  Pam Thomas, Muriel Green, Alan Hannam, Margaret Celand, Jean Beckett, Jack Ord, John Rawlings, Edna and Tony Wilson, Pat and Eric, Geoffrey Rayner, Madeleine Collett and any known to us personally at this time.

· That we may use the New Year fruitfully to spread the good news of Jesus Christ.

· For those considering Confirmation in 2008.

 

    
 


